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Use “can” to talk about the things you are able to do, 
such as ride a bicycle or play the guitar. Use “cannot” 
or “can’t” for things you are not able to do.

New language  “Can,” “can’t,” and “cannot”

Vocabulary  Talents and abilities

New skill  Saying what you can and can’t do

KEY LANGUAGE “CAN / CANNOT / CAN’T”

FURTHER EXAMPLES “CAN / CANNOT / CAN’T”

HOW TO FORM “CAN / CANNOT / CAN’T”

“Can” goes between the 
subject and the verb. The 
verb after “can” changes 
to its base form (the 
infinitive without “to”). 

What you can and can’t do

TIP
The long negative 
form “cannot” is  
always spelled as  

one word, not  
two words. Short form of “cannot.”

“Can” is always the same. 
It doesn’t change with the subject.

Base form of verb.

SUBJECT BASE FORM“CAN / CANNOT / CAN’T” OBJECT
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CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORD IN EACH SENTENCE

REWRITE THE SENTENCES, PUTTING THE WORDS IN THE CORRECT ORDER

FILL IN THE GAPS TO WRITE EACH SENTENCE THREE DIFFERENT WAYS
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KEY LANGUAGE QUESTIONS AND SHORT ANSWERS

FURTHER EXAMPLES QUESTIONS AND SHORT ANSWERS

To make a question 
using “can,” put “can” 
before the subject. 
When you answer 
“can” questions, 
you don’t need to 
repeat all the words 
from the question. 

SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD, FILLING IN THE GAPS
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Sheila and Mark talk about the 
things they can and can’t cook.

WRITE QUESTIONS  
TO MATCH THE STATEMENTS

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO 
AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

FILL IN THE GAPS WITH “CAN” OR “CANNOT”

CHECKLIST

 “Can,” “can’t,” and “cannot”   Talents and abilities   Saying what you can and can’t do  
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